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Coming September 13: Holy Communion 

Every Sunday is a feast day, a festival of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead.  It is one of 
the primary reasons we celebrate Holy Communion every week.  Be it the simple days 
of Ordinary Time or the solemnity of Lent, every Sunday is Easter when we can rely up-
on the Risen Jesus to meet us in word and bread and wine. 

Since the global pandemic, the practice so central to Christian life and worship has 
come to a halt or been compromised.  You may recall that we announced a kind of 
fast from Holy Communion.  It is a fast that has extended into several weeks and 
months. 

When we encouraged the fast, we likened it to Israel’s experience of exile when they 
wondered how they could sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land.  They held to the 
promise of returning again to their homeland and temple while still embracing the 
gifts of prayer during their time away.  Just so, we’ve been worshiping virtually and 
providing in home resources.  Still, while many of you are content to continue this Eu-
charistic fast, many of you are desiring for some kind of celebration of communion.   

We have considered the various responses of PRLC members and, after a good deal of 
prayer, conversation, and reflection, have developed a plan for Eucharistic worship un-
til that time when we can meet again. 

First, we want to honor those who want to continue the fast.  Some have stated 
their preference for waiting until a vaccine.  Others desire to wait until the next 
phase.  Such waiting has been and will continue to be a genuine spiritual disci-
pline for those who choose. 

Secondly, we want to honor those who desire receiving the sacrament in the con-
text of the community’s action of sharing Christ’s body together.  Nothing re-
places the in-person, physical gathering of the body of Christ.  Still, for those who 
wish to participate online, there is a way we can celebrate the meal together. 

Finally, cognizant of those who do not have online capabilities or remain home-
bound and desire to receive communion, we want you to participate by bring-
ing the consecrated bread form the communion meal to your home. 

For now, we will celebrate Holy Communion once a month.  Our first celebration will 
be Sunday, September 13 when we celebrate Holy Cross Day and launch into our fall 
schedule.  The next celebrations will be the Festival of St. Luke on October 18 and All 
Saints Day on November 1.    
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Like the other Sunday worship experiences, we will videotape the service ahead of 
time and have a “watch party” on Sunday morning.  The service will occur and be 
taped on Thursday evenings.  As usual, the presider will lead the prayer of thanksgiv-
ing over the bread and cup.  There will be plenty of bread.  We invite you, if you so de-
sire, to come to the church to receive the consecrated bread on Friday, September 11 
between 3:00 and 6:00 p.m., or Saturday, September 12 between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 
p.m.  You may take the bread home and, at the time of the virtual communion, con-
sume the consecrated bread.  Should you desire to have the bread brought to your 
home, we will bring communion for you to consume either during the virtual service 
or anytime you wish.  Again, for those who wish to continue the fast, and you happen 
to tune in to the service, a special prayer will be offered for you at the “communion 
time.”   

We’re entering into this practice monthly instead of weekly for a couple of reasons.  
First, carrying out this practice with care and integrity takes a lot of time and work and 
attempting to do it weekly will be challenging to say the least.  Secondly, in this time 
of away from our in-person Sunday worship, the monthly celebration says that we are 
still in a kind of exile time and that this is an interim measure until the day we can re-
turn to the weekly celebration of the Resurrection in person. 

God’s Peace, 

 

 

 

Pastor Bryon Hansen 

 

 

 

Pastor Anne Van Kley 

Drivers Needed 
If you are interested in delivering the 
Eucharist to Phinney folks, homebound 
and otherwise, please email of-
fice@prlc.org or call the office at 206-
783-2350. We’ll need drivers on Friday 
and Saturday, September 11 and 12. 
Please note that these trips will not be 
actual Home Eucharistic Visits, but ra-
ther simple drop-offs that require no 
special training.  
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Outreach Assistance as Essential Service 

When King County opened up “essential services” to limited operations, we realized 
that in-person outreach services now made sense. If someone can get a haircut, they 
should be able to drop in for rental assistance! So, since June I’ve had limited but regu-
lar time in the office to meet with people in need. The office door is still locked, but 
Christina had a buzzer installed and I’ll invite one person at a time into the office lobby 
for distanced and masked conversation. 

While our ability to assist clients in need remotely continued all through the lock-
down, sometimes there’s no substitute for a face to face interaction. Recently, I met a 
young man in his early 20s who looked ragged but strong. A couple months out of 
prison, his homeless condition facilitated a strong return of his drug addiction, and he 
was scared. Desperate to return home to Bremerton where a treatment program 
awaited, he sought fare for the ferry trip. I went back to my office, purchased the $9 
fare online, and handed him the ticket print out. Above his mask I could see his tor-
mented eyes soften and begin to well, our small kindness having pierced a wall of pro-
tection somewhere inside him. We talked for a while longer as I reassured him in it 
would get better with time and to hang in there.  

Outreach update by Patrick Meagher 

Holy Cross Day 
This festival on September 14 will be cele-
brated at PRLC on Sunday, the 13th.  It is 
our kick-off day for the Fall programs and 
serves as a good beginning for the school 
year as it praises the wisdom of the Cross 
(see 1 Corinthians 1:18-24). Though legend, 
the story of finding the “true cross” at a 
fourth century excavation in Jerusalem 
still inspires, as this day helps us unearth 
the primary signs and symbols that 
speak of our Christian identity. 
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It’s moments like these when I feel the power of the partnership of the work I do. I 
have the time and mandate to be available to talk with people thanks to your support 
of the Minister of Outreach position. I don’t need to hesitate to meet financial need 
thanks to your support of the Outreach Fund. And the Holy Spirit guides those in need 
to the relationships and resources available at our church. This essential service will 
continue to preach the good news of God’s love in tangible form despite a worldwide 
pandemic. Amen!  
 

Circle of Welcome 

The Circle of Welcome team has continued to work with our refugee family despite 
the challenges of the coronavirus. The father has continued working (praise God!), and 
some of our team members have accompanied the children to doctor appointments. 
We are now making sure the family has what it needs to navigate remote school for at 
least two of the children, as well as all the access to services available in their area. We 
also just had our first zoom call between the family and a few members of our team 
which was great for all. What an unusual way to spend their first year in America, but 
what a gift it has been to be a small part of their successful transition.  
 

Race and Equity Team 

Our team has continued to research and offer educational opportunities to the church 
throughout the summer. Hopefully you were able to participate in the zoom calls and 
read the regular emails. Our work tried to keep up with the national conversation ever 
unfolding week to week on this important topic. In the fall, we look forward to Pastor 
Bryon’s book group discussing Ibram X. Kendi’s How to be an Antiracist, further con-
versation and finalization of PRLC’s Anti-Racist statement, and growing a new project 
aimed at addressing the injustice of redlining in Seattle. You’ll be hearing about all 
these topics and more in upcoming emails, so keep an eye out! 

Deaths  

James Wiger, May 30  
Lester Filion, July 11  

Gloria Jensen, August 2  

Upcoming Ordination  

Abigail (Cress) Orellano at Christ  
Lutheran Church, Libby, Montana  

 IN THE FAMILY  
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Live Elementary Sunday School  
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
contact Nicole Meyer: cyf@prlc.org 

Each Sunday, elementary students are invited 
to explore the lectionary text of the day before 
worship, in an engaging, fast-paced, age ap-
propriate, and fun way! Videos that connect 
Bible stories to daily life with our Whirl buddies 
are always included. 

  
 

Sunday Worship, Coffee Hour,  
& Adult Forum 
Sundays at 10:00 a.m.; Adult Forum at 11:15 a.m. 
contact Jeffrey Cooper: office@prlc.org 
Meeting ID changes from week to week. 
 

Live Middle School Confirmation 
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
contact Nicole Meyer: cyf@prlc.org 

Middle school students, this is especially for 
you! Ninth graders are invited and encouraged 
to join in, but it is NOT required for them. This 
Fall, it’s CAFETERIA CONFIRMATION, with an 
ala carte menu for helping students build faith, 
community, and identity. We want a resilient 
faith and to be fed what we hunger for...food 
for the body and food for the soul! 

  
 

Live High School Sunday School 
New Time! Sundays at noon 
contact Nicole Meyer: cyf@prlc.org 

Note the new time and link!  We’ll look at the 
lectionary texts and learn...well, maybe!  We’ll 
laugh for sure.  You don’t want to miss this, 
High Schoolers! 

  

New: Meeting God in Everyday Life 
An Online Retreat 
Sundays, beginning September 13 at 5:00 p.m. 
contact Pastor Bryon Hansen: pastor@prlc.org 

Retreats are times to get away from the daily 
routine and spend time deepening your rela-
tionship with God. The pandemic doesn’t 
make that possible. This online retreat oppor-
tunity makes it possible. If you are interested in 
participating in this 8-week session, please set 
aside this hour every Sunday evening. During 
our time together we will explore what it 
means to meet God in community, creation, 
prayer, worship, and service. We will spend 
some time listening for the voice of God. Our 
hour together every week 
will include time for  
conversation, reflection, 
and prayer. 

  
 

New: Creeds Matter! 
Mondays at 5:30 p.m. 
Contact Vicar Sara Funkhouser: vicar@prlc.org 

Have you ever wondered how the Creeds of 
the church were created and why we say them 
often in church?  Join Vicar Sara in an 8-week 
conversation about Christian creeds and the 
Trinity, primarily focusing on the Nicene-
Constantinopolitan Creed.  In the first week we 
will take a brief look at the history of the creeds 
and then spend time in each of the following 
weeks dwelling in different sections of the 
Creed.  Bring your questions and curiosities as 
we together ponder what the Creeds mean 
and why they matter. 

  
 

Fall small Group Meetings 
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Wednesday Morning Early Bible Study 
6:30 a.m. 
contact Chris Shultz: cshultz@ieee.org 

Are you an early riser? Are you craving conver-
sations about something other than COVID-19 
or the weather? Then ZOOM in to the Wednes-
day morning Bible Study from your home. This 
study is open to anyone, male or female, from 
6:30 to 7:30 a.m. on Wednesday mornings. We 
take a look at the scripture readings for the up-
coming Sunday and discuss them. This is the 
highlight of my week and it feels empty if I 
have to miss. Come and join us!  

  
 

Wednesday Morning Prayer Group 
Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. 
contact Pastor Bryon Hansen: pastor@prlc.org 

The gift of praying at certain times of the day is 
a way to mark God’s presence throughout the 
day. One of these is Morning Prayer, a time to 
open our hearts and voices to God’s presence, 
pray psalms, hear and reflect upon the day’s 
scripture, give thanks and pray for others. Join 
us as we give thanks for the resurrection dawn 
of a new day and join in the ceaseless prayer of 
the church at all times and in all places. 

  
 

Live Quench for Youth 
Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. 
contact Nicole Meyer: cyf@prlc.org 

Beginning again September 16, students in 
grades 6–12 are encouraged to meet up for vir-
tual quenching of our social and spiritual 
thirsts. Note the new time and link! For Fall, we 

have super special surprise supply bags in the 
works to add to the fun and excitement of 
each week’s fun theme. Stay tuned for details 
on how to get yours! There are always some 
shenanigans and laughter too! Join the youth 
email list to receive up-dates, info, and remind-
ers! 

  
 

Spirited Women 
Thursdays at 10:00 am 
contact Pastor Anne Van Kley: 
associatepastor@prlc.org 
The Spirited Women are meeting Thursdays at 
10:00 for rich book discussion and fellowship. 
We’re almost finished reading Austin Chan-
ning Brown ‘s book I’m Still Here; our next 
book is On the Brink of Everything: Grace, 
Gravity, and Getting Old, by Parker J. Palmer. 
Consider yourself invited! 

  
 

New: How to be an Anti-Racist 
Thursdays, beginning 
September 18 at 6:30 pm 
contact Pastor Bryon 
Hansen: pastor@prlc.org 

In the wake of recent ra-
cial violence and surge of 
white supremacy, the 
church is called to grap-
ple with the systems that 
defy the way of Christ. 
The PRLC Race & Equity Team continues to 
promote ongoing education and awareness 
around this reality. Join Pastor Bryon for an 8-
week conversation as we read together How to 
be an Anti-Racist by Ibram X. Kendi.  The au-
thor explores racism and proposes anti-racist 
actions and systemic change. 
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A virtual Pilgrimage with the 
Celtic Saints 
led by Nancy Monelli 

You are invited to go on a pilgrimage that was 
designed for this particular time and place.  
Unlike traditional pilgrimages, you will not be 
traveling to some place new or deemed sa-
cred by the institutional church. You will be 
staying close to home to find the sacred that 
surrounds you. If able, you’ll walk, you will 
meet people and see places new or already 
known but you will encounter them in new 
ways and you will make your journey in the 
company of some early Celtic saints who 
brought the love and light of Christ to the 
peoples of the lands we now call Ireland, Scot-
land, Wales, and beyond. With these holy 
guides you will be encouraged to journey 
more deeply into the worlds of solitude and 
prayers, hospitality and encouragement, mo-
nastic life, and evangelism.   
 
This six-week experience combines at-home 
activities for a personal journey with the op-
portunity to meet virtually with other pilgrims 
on a weekly basis. If you would like to take 
part in this pilgrimage, please contact Nancy 
Monelli monelliministry@cablespeed.com by 
September 10. The journey will begin the 
week of September 13. The day and time of 
the weekly “zoom” meeting will be deter-
mined by members of this small group.  

Holy Happy Hour with Special Guests! 
Saturdays at 5:00 pm 
contact Pastor Anne Van Kley 
associatepastor@prlc.org 

Several PRLC members and friends have 
made a good routine of gathering on Zoom 
for an authentic conversation about life, God, 
theology, and more. Sometimes it’s full of 
laughs and light-hearted topics, and some-
times we go deeper. Recent topics include the 
presence of angels, the nature of sin, our favor-
ite Bible stories, coffee shops in Milwaukee, 
our questions and doubts, our joys, and so 
much more. 

We’re shaking things up this Fall! Beginning 
Saturday, September 12 we will begin each 
week with a short ted talk or video from some-
one outside our community (special guests 
may include Rachel Held Evans, Michelle 
Obama, Nadia Bolz-Weber, Phil Hansen, Len-
ny Duncan, and more!). We’ll use these voices 
as the jumping-off point for our conversation 
the rest of the hour. Please join us! 
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Autumn Adult Forums 
 
Every Sunday this fall, Adult Forums con-
tinue virtually.  After a brief time of coffee 
and conversation following worship, the 
Forum will begin every week at 11:15 a.m. 
and last until noon. 
 

September 13  
State of the Church 
Join the pastors and church council lead-
ers for an update on PRLC ministries and 
how we continue to be the church in these 
challenging times. 
 

September 20  
Fiftieth Anniversary of the  
Ordination of Women 
Join Pastor Nancy Winder, Pastor Anne 
Van Kley, and Vicar Sara Funkhouser for a 
presentation and conversation on this im-
portant legacy among Lutherans in Ameri-
ca. 
 

September 27 
St. Francis for Everyone, Part I 
Who was Francis? 
Join Susan Pitchford for a three-week se-
ries on the Spirituality of St. Francis. In this 
first week we explore something of his life 
and witness and what that might mean for 
us today. Susan teaches Sociolo-
gy at the University of Washing-
ton and is author of Following 
Francis: The Franciscan Way for 
Everyone. She is also a member 
of the Third Order of Franciscans. 

 

 

October 4 
St. Francis for Everyone, Part II 
Who was Clare? 
On this actual Feast of St. Francis we will 
consider Clare of Assisi.  She was deeply in-
fluenced by Francis and, like him, dedicat-
ed her life to prayer and service.  She es-
tablished the “Poor Clares,” an order of reli-
gious women dedicated to caring for the 
poor. 
 

October 11 
St. Francis for Everyone, Part III 
Toward a Rule of Life 
The Franciscan way is one of many rules 
practiced by a variety of Christians. What 
does it mean for us to develop and prac-
tice a “Rule of Life?” Susan will lead us in an 
exploration of this based upon her own ex-
perience as a Third Order Franciscan and 
what she learned from Francis and Clare. 
 

October 18  
Redlining to Reparations: The Love 
Through Justice Project 

Like many American cities, Seattle operat-
ed for years under the racist practice of 
redlining. Families of color were systemati-
cally denied the opportunity their white 
neighbors enjoyed of developing familial 
wealth through real estate investments 
and keeping up with the rising cost of liv-

ing. PRLC’s recent profitable sale of 
a former Phinney House affords us 
an opportunity to talk about repa-
rations for this injustice. The PRLC 
Race and Equity Team invites you 
to come learn about this project 
and what you can do to help! 

Led by Patrick Meagher, 
PRLC Minister of Outreach 
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August Financials

 
Dear members and friends, 

This strange year has been hard on me in a lot of ways, but it has worked wonders for 
my faith. In spite of everything, the congregation has continued to support its minis-
tries; our connections have endured; and our worship is still meaningful and rich.  

This month’s financials make my point. Although our net income shows a deficit, that is 
typical for this time of year, and in fact it is much smaller than the deficit we ran last 
year at exactly this time! 

I feel so blessed and amazed to serve, and be part of, this community of faith. Thank 
you. 

Christina Sunstone, Parish Administrator 

  August 2020 Year-to-Date 2020 (as 
of 8/31/2020) 

2020 Budget YTD 
(as of 8/31/2020) 

Tithes, offerings, and other income $59,854 $594,154 $629,086 

Expenses 
  

$71,769 $603,752 $615,418 

CHURCH NET INCOME ($11,915) ($9,598) $13,668 

October 25 
Reconciling in Christ 
In 2016 PRLC became a Reconciling in 
Christ congregation. RIC churches wel-
come all in the LGBTQIA community. Vicar 
Sara Funkhouser will lead us in a conver-
sation of what it means for us to be a Rec-
onciling in Christ congregation. 

COLUMBARIUM MISHAP 
If you’ve passed by the church building 
lately, you might have noticed some-
thing awry with the columbarium. Two 
of the stone shutters were damaged 
and broken in a landscaping accident in 
late July, and although the niches they 
covered were both empty (thank God!), 
the empty spaces they left made the 
whole row vulnerable to vandalism. To 
reverently protect the remaining nich-
es, we removed all the shutters in that 
row, along with the enclosed urns hold-
ing cremains. They are currently resting 
in the Chapel, awaiting new hardware 
on order. Once we get the new fasten-
ers, we will return the urns to their nich-
es and seal them securely behind their 
stone shutters once again. 
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This rubber ducky pal will be spending time visiting 
with lots of different Phinney families this school 
year.  There will be a traveling journal too, so we can 
write and photograph all the adventures!  This friend 
reminds us that no matter where we are or where 
we go or what we do, we are ALWAYS splashing in 
our baptismal waters as beloved children of 
God!  Ducky needs a name!!!  There will be a Face-
book poll and PRLC youth instagram post where you 
can make your suggestions or just email Nicole. 

We used to gather together in one big group on Wednesday evenings; sharing a meal, re-
hearsing for choirs, confirmation class, Quench, chapel and so much more. This fall, things are 
very backwards, opposite, and even upside down! Right now loving each other well looks like 
staying apart and covering our faces. God’s way is often the opposite of our ways! God is great 
at seeing things backwards! We’ll explore this much more with the help of the Beatitudes.  Be
-atti...WHAT!? BE at your mailbox each week to receive printed materials for a new way of BFJ 
at home! Please let us know if you’d like to be included at office@prlc.org. 

Cherubs and Choristers rehearsals will be on Tuesdays from 5:30-6:30 p.m. over Zoom as we 
begin this school year during the COVID-19 Pandemic. Cherubs (K–2nd grade) at 5:30 p.m. and 
Choristers (3–5th grade) at 6:00 p.m. Your child will need a comfortable pair of headphones 
and a screen that is set up for them to view the zoom rehearsals where they can comfortably 
stand to sing. We will also play rhythm games and do fun activities together even over zoom! 
Evy will do her best to provide a fun and musically engaging environment. Contact her or the 
office for zoom link information and music. 



  PAGE 13 

 

Thanksgiving for a Habitat 
It’s been exactly five years since I interviewed for the position of Associate Pastor at 
PRLC. I knew immediately that this was the place God was calling me to serve. At that 
time, the call committee was already discussing the challenge of housing a first call 
pastor in such a high-cost location. But since then, you have faithfully and lovingly 
cared for my family, and made housing possible for us through creative and generous 
means. This week the Van Kley 6 made our official move into the newly renovated par-
sonage on North 76th Street. This is the result of months and years of discernment, 
prayer, and affirmation of our partnership. I want to personally thank: the congregation 
for your willingness to see new possibilities; the leadership team that put in unimagina-
ble numbers of hours planning, designing, and overseeing the project; a talented and 
gracious contractor, Ty Lambrecht, for bringing it to reality; and the countless volun-
teers who have worked on this house, provided (unexpected!) housewarming gifts, and 
supported my family through the transition. I also thank all those who came before us 
and stewarded the Phinney Houses through years of meaningful ministry. Most of all I 
thank God for each of you and for my call to this congregation and neighborhood. I 
look forward soon to a virtual open house and home blessing! Thank you, from the bot-
tom of my heart. 

Pastor Anne, & Will, Lydia, Charlotte, Nick, & Matthew  

In addition to our ongoing Sunday Morning Worship and Morning Prayer on Wednes-
day and Friday, Compline will be prayed at 9:00 p.m. on Sunday nights. Compline or 
“Night Prayer” is a brief and beautiful way to conclude the day. We will be primarily us-
ing the service from our Evangelical Lutheran Worship. This quieting service, going 
back to ancient times, includes prayer, song, psalms, and scripture passages. Compline 
has been described as a communal “now I lay me down to sleep” prayer. Join us on the 
PRLC Youtube Channel at 9:00 p.m. every Sunday, watch it later, or use it throughout 
the week. On the channel you can also find our ongoing Morning Prayer offerings 
Wednesdays and Fridays at 8:45 a.m, and our Sunday Worship video week by week. 

· Daily Prayer online 



PAGE 14 

 



  PAGE 15 

 

7500 Greenwood Avenue North 
Seattle, WA 98103 

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

TIME VALUE 


